Elements of Effective Sign Design

Visibility

The sign size will determine
the letter size. An inch of
letter height for every 10
feet of viewing distance is
recommended.

Readability

Less is usually better.

Action Graphix will help
create maximum readability
for your sign. Larger and
bolder letters and additional
colors can give emphasis, as

Eye-Catching

Color in your sign contrasting
the environment where it is
to be placed is important in
making your sign eye-
catching. Graphics have
great impact also.

Legibility

Letter style is very important
in creating legibility. Avoid
fancy script lettering when
legibility is important,
especially from a distance.

well as attractive graphics.

Visibility tips. Color & Contrast

A high color contrast factor will improve legibility. Here are the best combinations, ranked in order of legibility
from a distance.
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Readability tips

To determine how large your letters can be on your sign:
1. Take the length of the sign
2. Divide by the number of letters and spaces

For example, if you have a sign that is 36 inches left to right, and you would like the sign to read, Property
For Sale on line one, that is 19 letters and spaces including a space at the beginning and end of the line.
Divide 36 by 19 and you get 1.89 inches without condensing the letters. If the letters are condensed, then
the letter size could be increased to 2.5 inches or so, depending on the letter style.

Letter Height Distance For

(Inches) Best Impact Maximum Readable Distance
3" 30 100’
4" 40' 150
6" 60' 200’
|" 80' 350"
o" 90" 400'
10" 100' 450'
12 120' 525'
15" 150' 630'
18" 180’ 750"
24" 240" 1000'
30" 300' 1250
36" 360' 1500
42" 420" 1750
48" 480' 2000’
54" 540' 2250
60" 600' 2500

Choose a letter style for your sign that visually works for you and provides readability.

Script

Script fonts project an elegant image. Unfortunately they
are often characterized by poor legibility. They should
only be used for short viewing distances and only in
combinations of upper and lower case letters.

Sans Serif
Sans Serif fonts project a strong durable image. They also
effectively communicate quick bursts of information
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Display Serif fonts project a more sophisticated upscale image.

Display fonts project distinctive images for special situations. They also make it easier to read large bodies of text.

Legibility is also a concern especially over greater viewing
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When should I ask for digital printing?

Anytime you have a lot of detail, shadowing, more than 4 colors, you should consider a digitally
printed sign.



